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Sherif demurred when it was suggested to him that
Arabs other .than those domiciled within his domains
should be given commands of importance.
He objected, in the strongest terms, to the appoint-
ment of one who was to become Faisal's Commander-
in-Chief, not because of his race, for the man was
an Arab, but because he hailed from Mesopotamia.
Fortunately, Feisal was above such prejudices, and
he had the courage of his convictions. Always
quietly and without any parade, he frequently acted
on his own responsibility, and in the face of criticisms
from Mecca. He had a wider and a clearer con-
ception of his duty than had Hassein.
The Sherif, notwithstanding his long stay in
Constantinople, was in some matters essentially
parochial. His very piety induced a rigid line of
conduct, and Mecca overshadowed his every thought
and action. Moreover, he had advanced beyond
the age when decisions came easily. When Turkey
declared war, and the Caliph called for a Jehad, he
spent much time in anxious meditation, so long,
indeed, that the Nationalist forces in the Arabic-
speaking countries lost patience, and raised the
banner of revolt before Mecca showed the way.
He was burningly enthusiastic for the cause, but
years had rendered him timorous. He desired not
only to see the path clearly indicated before he
would -move, but the way lay clear, shorn of all
obstacles and gradients, and efficiently paved and
metalled.
His thirty-one-year-old Feisal was cast in different
mould* His military studies in Constantinople had
equipped him for the rdle which destiny had